APPENDIX 1

MODIFICATIONS TO JOINT FOREST MANAGEMENT RESOLUTION

1. The Joint Forest Management Resolution of GOO dated 3rd July 1993 needs to be modified in the following manner for the purposes of the Participatory Forest Management (PFM) activities under the Programme:

· The provisions for management of forest resources under the JFM principles should include management of all types of forest in the village (Reserve Forest, Protected Forest, Proposed Reserve Forest and Revenue Forest).

· A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the palli sabha and the Forest Department of Orissa would constitute the framework for PFM proposed under the Programme and would include the following:

-
The Village Development Committee (VDC) of the palli sabha would constitute a sub-committee for the purpose of forest management. Membership would be confined to members elected by the palli sabhi and the FD would be represented by the Forest Guard. Wherever in Programme villages, Van Samrakshan Samity (VSS) have already been formed and are functioning according to the 1993 JFM Order, they would be reconstituted as the PFM Sub-Committee in the above manner by deleting the mandatory membership of the Sarpanch/Naib Sarpanch and Forester;

-
The names of all households would be recorded in the MOU, and the names of both the husband and the wife would be recorded. The palli sabha would be empowered to decide the share of PFM benefits to those households who are new tenants in the village and joined the committee later. Similarly, the palli sabha would be empowered to decide the shares of an emigrant household in the village;

-
The micro-plan for forest management would be prepared by the VDC in collaboration with the FD and the facilitating NGO and its content would be reflected in the FD working plan;

-
NGOs identified by the ITDAs would be allowed to advise and assist the VDC in the implementing the PFM micro-plans;

-
Meeting of the bonafide needs of participating households will be the first charge on the products of PFM forests. Surplus, if any, may be sold by the VDC in the open market;

-
The powers of the FD to suspend, halt or bring to an end the operations of a Forest Sub-Committee of the VDC would not be unilaterally exercised. Any deficiency noted by the FD shall be jointly assessed by the FD in collaboration with the ITDA and partner NGO representatives and, in the first place, binding measures would be recommended to the VDC to make up such deficiencies;

-
The FD will make suitable areas available for participatory action-research to be jointly carried out by the FD, Research Institutes and VDCs.

